
JCNC DARPAN 
Newsletter of the Jain Center of Northern California 

722 S. Main St, Milpitas, CA 95035 

  Vol I, January 2021  www.jcnc.org | Tel: 408-262-6242 

Temple Hours (Closed due to COVID) President’s Message 
Mon - Fri: 7:00 AM - 1:30 PM, 

6:15 PM - 9:00 PM 

Sat, Sun & Holidays: 7:30 AM - 9:00 PM 

Jai Jinendra and Sadar Pranam, 

I hope you had joyous holidays and hope 

everyone in your family is safe. I know that 

the pandemic is still with us, and our hearts 

go out to those who are suffering 

throughout the world. 

We ended 2020 by distributing 100 hot 

freshly prepared Jain meals in homeless 

encampments during SiVIC annual 

memorial services in honor of unfortunate 

souls who died on the streets of the Bay 

Area. There is no better community Seva 

than feeding the hungry and destitute. 

I welcome newly elected members of the Executive Committee and Board of Directors 

and I have high expectations of working with them. During 2021 your EC looks forward to 

virtually serving you until normalcy returns. EC’s sole focus will be you – the community 

members. 

Within the constraints of COVID guidelines, your EC will plan and execute programs and 

strive to provide best in class experience. We will use COVID induced downtime to fix 

digital and physical infrastructure. We are in the heart of Silicon Valley – a global universe 

of technology. However, JCNC has under invested in technology. Your EC will plan for and 

bring new technologies supporting JCNC Operations – back-end as well as community 

facing. 

In coming weeks and months your EC will develop 2021 programs and activities and our 

sole focus will remain to provide exceptional service. This is our commitment to the 

community. Of course, until the return of normalcy JCNC activities will be virtual. 

Our three mottos for 2021 are: 

Ease of Service, Ease of Communication and Ease of Giving 

Your EC cannot achieve operational plans without your support. I encourage everyone to 

step up and provide support in any way you can. Together we can achieve and together 

Puja Times 
Abhishek & Dev Guru Shastra Puja: 

Mon - Fri: 7:05 AM 

Sat, Sun & Holidays: 8:05 AM 

Pakshal & Puja: Mon - Fri: 7:20 AM 

Sat, Sun & Holidays: 7:50 AM 

Asthaprakari puja: Mon - Fri: 8:00 AM 

Sat, Sun & Holidays: 8:30 AM 

Aarti & Mangal Divo: Everyday 7:45 PM 
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VP of Facilities Administration nothing is impossible. 

JCNC took lead in organizing Gunanuvad Sabha on Jan 9 in memory of Youvacharya 

Sadhvi Shubhamji M.S. For the first time in the history of California Jains, all four JAINA 

centers – Milpitas, Los Angeles, Sacramento, and San Diego came together. We have 

covered this event in detail.   

The United Nations declared 2021 as the International Year of Peace and Trust which 

resonates to basic tenets of Jain religion. All of us shall strive to bring peace and harmony 

and strengthen UN’s stated objectives. 

As your “Pradhan Sevak”, it will be my endeavor that EC deliver the highest quality 

programs and services and make JCNC a best JAINA center 

Live streaming is available 24/7. Have virtual Darshan at jcnc.org. 

Sincerely, 

Biren Shah 

JCNC President 
M: (408) 206-9049 
E-mail: president@jcnc.org
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Message from BOD Chair 

Jai Jinendra, 

I want to express my appreciation for giving me an opportunity to serve JCNC as BOD Chair for 2021. The new BOD is already at 

work starting with the first week of January. 

While accepting the election as Chair, I laid out the following as my goals for 2021. I restate them in brief: 

 Bring Unity in JCNC Community and operate as an integrated five-tradition temple;

 Bring Vinay and Vivek in our meetings and deliberations and respecting majority decisions;

 Operate with Jain principles in mind, our actions must reflect honesty, truthfulness, best interest of JCNC but without

violating bylaws & policies;

 Open & honest communications with the community but with respect for privacy of all members;

 Always look at bigger picture and have flexibility in evaluating other’s actions;

 Involve next generation who are born or raised in USA. We must provide an environment so that non-Jain spouses and

children identify JCNC as their own spiritual place.”

To that end, our actions are: 

 Adopted preliminary guide for meeting conduct based on Robert’s Rule of Meetings to make meetings somber and

courteous;

 Established email channel (feedback@jcnc.org) to allow me to hear your suggestions directly. I will personally

acknowledge and respond to your feedback; to be more transparent in our decision making;

 We adopted a “Conflict of Interest” policy requiring all officers and committee members to declare their associations to

bring transparency;

 Established a “BOD Chair’s Advisory Board” consisting of five Ex-Chairs so I can seek their advice and consult; They are:

Parveenji Jain, Kundiben Kapadia, Kamleshji Mehta, Nitinbhai Shah & Shobhaben Vora.

 Resolved to add three US born or raised non-voting members to BOD – one from each age group (25-34 years, 35-44

years, 45-55 years) to bring their thoughts in our deliberations. We will seek self-nominations from our community.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
http://www.jcnc.org/livedarshan/gabharadarshan
mailto:president@jcnc.org
mailto:Harish@jcnc.org
mailto:feedback@jcnc.org


BOD unanimously appointed Chairs of different committees which are listed elsewhere in this newsletter. As you see, we 

established three new standing committees and three special committees. These committees will develop long term goals & 

plans for JCNC. We will track the progress at our monthly meetings. I will report the progress to you in this newsletter to keep 

you abreast and address any challenges. 

Our priority tasks are “review and amendment of bylaws” and “review of committee charters, policies & procedures to bring 

them synchronized and publish them so everyone can follow them. 

As we think of two events of this week, namely, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s birthday and President’s oath of office. Dr King’s 

non-violent movements is based on our principle of Ahimsa (through Mahatma Gandhi who in turn learned from Shrimad 

Rajchandra), we need to participate in these activities to claim the root of these movement being Jain philosophy. As President 

Biden’s goal of uniting the country, let us unite in JCNC and reclaim our glory in Jain Diaspora. 

Lastly, I seek your support to fulfill the duty and achieve our dream.  

Thank You, 

Girish Shah 
BOD Chair 

About Darpan 

It is one year since the re-launch of Darpan in Jan 2020.  During 2020 we published seven issues of Darpan. Darpan became an 

excellent medium of communication and source of information about JCNC activities, programs, and related news.   

Over the past one year we received many suggestions. One common theme was to increase the frequency of Darpan. You 

Spoke, We Heard. Your Darpan team has decided to publish Darpan on 25th of every month.  

Every month both the President and BOD Chair will write a message in the Darpan and thereby engage in “Samvad” with the 

community.  

In the Newsletter we will cover exclusive news and information about JCNC and JCNC sponsored, supported, or approved 

programs and activities; Profile of JCNC invited scholars, religious personalities, prominent Jains, and Indians; Interview of 

scholars, JCNC-run Pathshala; Senior Mixer; Cultural programs, Indian festivals celebrated at JCNC and important information 

about EC, BOD and related committees. You are invited to submit articles on religion and related topics meeting the JCNC 

mission.  

Enjoy reading Darpan. For feedback and suggestions, please write to pr@jcnc.org.  

Board of Directors - 2021 

Girish Shah, BOD Chair 
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BOD Benefactors Pool 
     

Girish Shah, 2021 
  

  

 
Pramod Patel 2020-2022 

  

 
Jyoti Vora, 2020-2021 

 

Prerana Saraiya, 2021-2022 
  

 

 
Bipin Shah, 2021-2023 

 

 
Yogendra Bobra, 2021-2023 

Community Representative Pool 
 

 
Pravin Turakhia, 2021-2022 

 

    

 
Kirit Bavishi, 2021-2022 

   

    

 
Mittal Kothari, 2021-2022 

 

 
Yogesh Bapna, 2021-2022 

   

 

 
Umesh Sagar, 2021-2022 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Executive Committee Pool 
    

 
Biren Shah, 2020-2021 

    

 
Ravi Shah, 2021 

   

    

 
Padmesh Parekh, 2021 

Ex-President’s Pool Legal Counsel 
    

 
Sudhanshu Jain, 2020-2021 

   

    

 
Bijal Vakil, Partner White & Case LLP 

   

Executive Committee 2021 

  

Biren Shah, President 

Religious Programs – religious@jcnc.org Finance – finance@jcnc.org 

 

Padmesh Parekh, VP 

 

Nikunj Mehta, Co VP 

 

Ravi Vora, VP 

 

Bharat Kamdar, Co VP 
 

 

mailto:religious@jcnc.org
mailto:finance@jcnc.org


Education – education@jcnc.org Technology & Systems– tech@jcnc.org 

 

Nishant Sabadra, VP 

 

Nayan Jain, Co VP 

 

Bipin Nepani, VP 

 

Prakash Jain, Co VP 

PR & Memberships – pr@jcnc.org Cultural – cultural@jcnc.org 

 

Hetan Shah, VP 

 

Ravi Shah, Co VP 

 

Sharad Dadbhawala, VP 

 

Kamlesh Jain, Co VP 

Private Events – privateevents@jcnc.org Food – food@jcnc.org 

 

Milan Shah, VP 

 

Niranjan Patel, Co VP 

 

Mihir Doctor, VP 

 

Nirav Gala, Co VP 

Facilities Administration – facilities@jcnc.org 

 

Devkumar Gandhi, VP 
      

mailto:education@jcnc.org
mailto:tech@jcnc.org
mailto:pr@jcnc.org
mailto:cultural@jcnc.org
mailto:privateevents@jcnc.org
mailto:food@jcnc.org
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2021 BOD Committees Chair 

BOD has unanimously appointed various BOD Committee Chairs as under: 

Standing Committees 

Religious Committee Chair Pramod Patel 

Education Committee Chair Prerana Saraiya 

Finance Committee Chair Umesh Sagar 

Governance Committee Chair Bipin Shah 

Leadership Development Committee Chair Yogesh Bapna 

Jiv Daya Committee Chair Pravin Turakhia 

Digital Infrastructure Committee Chair Yogendra Bobra 

Outreach Committee Chair Kamlesh Mehta 

Community Seva and Cultural Committee Chair Kirit Bavishi 

Special Committees 

Bylaws Review Committee Chair Bipin Shah 

EC Department Roles and Responsibilities Review Committee Chair Mittal Kothari 

JAINA Directors Nomination Committee Chair Jyoti Vora 

    

2021 EC Meeting Schedule 

All regular Executive Committee meetings are open to members in good standing. For future JCNC leaders this is an excellent 

way to understand operational activities. We encourage members to observe the EC meeting proceedings. 

All EC meetings are virtual. Zoom Meeting ID: 411 468 5153 & Passcode: 1008 

No. Date Day Time  No. Date Day Time 

1 1/13/2021 Wednesday 8:00PM  7 7/7/2021 Wednesday 8:00PM 

2 2/10/2021 Wednesday 8:00PM  8 8/11/2021 Wednesday 8:00PM 

3 3/10/2021 Wednesday 8:00PM  9 9/8/2021 Wednesday 8:00PM 

4 4/14/2021 Wednesday 8:00PM  10 10/13/2021 Wednesday 8:00PM 

5 5/12/2021 Wednesday 8:00PM  11 11/10/2021 Wednesday 8:00PM 

6 6/9/2021 Wednesday 8:00PM  12 12/8/2021 Wednesday 8:00PM 

  

JCNC Elected Officers Orientation 

A key to success in any new role is dependent on the timely understanding of the organization, its policies, guidelines, bylaws 

etc.  

2021 BOD has decided to conduct an orientation for JCNC Officers which will be virtually held on Saturday, January 30.Purpose 

of this orientation is to bring them up to speed on organizational policies, guidelines, bylaws, roles and responsibilities and other 

organizational attributes and concepts that will help them in effectively and efficiently perform into the position. 

Event will be hosted by Jyoti Vora and Bipin Shah. We have invited past JCNC leaders who are well versed in the respective areas 

to share their experience, best practices and key to success with the 2021 team. 



Major Religious Programs Calendar 

List of major religious programs during 2021. Details will be publicized via email, Darpan newsletter, and Website. 

Cha Gau Yatra - Mar 21  

Ashtanika Parva - March 21 to 28 

Ayambil Oli – Apr 19 to 27 

Shrimad Rajchandra Nirvana Din Bhakti – May 11 

Shri Laghuraj Swami Dehotsarg Din  

                    - Samadhi Maran 36 Mala – May 22 and 23 

Ashtanika Parva - July 17 to 23 

21st Anniversary and DhwajaCeremony– Aug 6 to 8 

Pu. Brahmachariji Janma Din Bhakti – Aug 29 

Paryushan – Sep 3 to 10  

Paryushan Maha Parva (Shrimad) – Sep 4 to 9 

Das Lakshan – Sep 10 to 18 

Ayambil Oli – Oct 12to 20 

Shri Atmasiddhi Shastra Janma din - Oct 23 

Dhanteras Samdhi Maran 36 Mala - Nov 2 

Mahavir Nirvana Day (Diwali) - Nov 4 

Diwali Samadhi Maran 36 Mala – Nov 4 

Navu Varsh Samadhi Maran 36 Mala – Nov 5 

New Year –Nov 5 

Gyan Pacham – Nov 9 

Pu. Brahmachariji Dehotsarg Din- Nov 11 

Ashtanika Parva - Nov 11 to 18 

Shrimad Rajchandra Janma Din – Nov 20 

Maun Agiyaras – Dec 14 

Posh Dashami – Dec 28 to 30 

Shri 1008 ParsvaNath / Chandaprabh Swami 

                    Janama Kalyanak   - Dec 29 

Chaumasi Chaudas – Mar 27, Jul 23, Dec 18 

Depending on the COVID guidelines and county protocols we will inform JCNC Sangh about the program formatting.  

Save The Date 
Shala Day Camp: Mar 6, Saturday 

     Education department is planning a fun-filled exciting virtual Shala Day camp. Stay tuned for details...... 

Cha Gau Yatra: Mar 21, Sunday 

     Religious Programs department is planning a distributed virtual CGY event. Stay tuned for details…. 

Mahavir Janma Kalyanak: Apr 18, Sunday 

     Education department is planning a virtual MJK event. This year the Cultural department will bring a NexGen oriented contest  

     during the MJK celebrations. Stay tuned for details…. 

PR and Membership – Update on Email Frequency 

One of the feedbacks from readers of Darpan was that JCNC sends too many emails. As a responsive organization, we heard your 

suggestion! 

To reduce clutter and frequent outbound email communication, JCNC PR department will send an email ONLY once a week – 

every Wednesday evening. All exception to this will be handled by PR on case-by-case basis. 

A Short Biography - Yuvacharya Sadhavi Shubhamji M.S.(1957-2021) 
Yuvacharya Sadhavi Shubhamji M.S. took diksha at the age of 12 under Acharya Chandanaji.  

Under the guidance of Acharya Shree Chandanaji, she has dedicated her life to the mission 

and vision of Veerayatan and its humanitarian work of Seva Siksha and Sadhna. She also 

taught meditation & yoga and delivering discourses on Jainism and on other religions.   

She has an extraordinarily deep understanding of all the Jain Shastras, Stotras and Stutis.  

Sadhviji Shree Shubhamji’s Pravachans on Nav Samran, Tatvaartha Sutra, Patanjali 

Yogshastra. Sadhviji Shubhamji is also one of the rare “Shatavadhni”.  

“Shatavadhni” is the ancient science of memory and mathematics, which is based on the 

concentration of the mind. If she is presented verbally with a list of 100 words, she has the 

ability to recollect any randomly asked word in a matter of seconds. She has extensively 

studied the scriptures and theories of Jainism, Buddhism and Hinduism. 



California Centers Pay Tributes to Yuvacharya Sadhavi Shubhamji M.S. 

After hearing the shocking news of Yuvacharya Shubhamji’s soul’s untimely departure for eternal journey, on January 9, 2021, a 

Gunanuvad Sabha was conducted by four Jain centers of the State of California - Jain Center of Northern California (JCNC), Jain 

center of Southern California (JCSC), Jain Center of Greater 

Sacramento (JCGS) and Jain Society of San Diego (JSSD). 

Virtual event was broadcast live on YouTube and was attended by 

more than 1000 members across the globe. Yuvacharya 

Shubhamji’s life journey was displayed, reminding her true Seva, 

Sadhana, and Shiksha to the whole world.  

Very heartwarming tributes were paid by Tai Ma Acharya Shree 

Chandanaji, Respected Rev. Morari Bapu, Jayesh Shah, Girish Shah, 

Prem Jain, Mahesh Wadher, Biren Shah, Parveen Jain, Yogesh 

Bapna, Ashok Domadia, Subhash Kharaand five leaders of 

Veerayatan, U.S.A. 

Several stavans were recited in a very melodious voice by 

Sadhviji Sanghmitraji. Musical tribute was paid by Darshana Bhuta, 

Minal Gandhi and Kirit Bavishi. Everyone who attended the prayer 

expressed their pain and sorrow. Everyone specifically mentioned 

Pujya Subhamji’s special skill of how she was dear to all the living 

beings and how selflessly she cared for birds, small animals, etc. The 

whole Jain world will miss her. 

Event was initiated by JCNC.   

We are thankful to the dedicated team of volunteers from all four 

CA centers for putting to gather this event in a short time. 

Please click here to watch it on YouTube.  

Biren Shah, President JCNC 
Jagdish Shah, President JCGS     

Dr Jayesh Shah, President JCSC 
Rohak Vora, JSSD 

   

JCNC Obituary to Rajesh Shah – Gujarat Samachar Reporter 

For the past 22 years, senior journalist Rajeshbhai Shah was associated with Gujarat Samachar. 

Rajeshbhai was a true friend of JCNC and he extensively covered JCNC activities in both digital 

and print edition of the Gujarat Samachar. 

 

He was a journalist with the highest standards of ethics. He was well liked by the Gujarati 

diaspora in California. On Jan 9, Rajeshbhai passed away after a brief illness from COVID.  

JCNC remembers its long association with Rajeshbhai. A prayer meeting was held on Jan 16, 

wherein Biren Shah, JCNC President, paid our tributes along with Mayor Richard Tran, Milpitas 

City Mayor, and Raj Salwan, Fremont Citi Council member. 

 
 
 
 

https://youtu.be/rgwgKegbMMY


COVID - Jain Bhawan Activities Framework 

Taking cue from the California Department of Public Health COVID guidelines, JCNC Executive Committee considered a 

framework to guide permissible activities under different tiers of the advisory. This will help bring rigors in the activity specific 

decision-making process. Health and safety of the community is paramount. 
  

 
  

 
 



Activities Danger Warning Caution 

Anga Puja/ 
Abhishek 

Closed for general public 

Conducted by designated 
persons 

Closed for Public Open but limited 

Open for only one household 
at a time 

Darshan/ 
Meditation 

At home Gabhara darshan 
available by online video 
broadcast 

Outdoor-only dev darshan 

At home Gabhara darshan 
available by online video 
broadcast 

Gabhara darshan open for 50 
persons with special senior 
hours 

Allows a stay up to 10 minutes 

At home Gabhara darshan 
available by online video 
broadcast 

Gabhara darshan open for 100 
persons with special senior 
hours 

Allows a stay up to 30 minutes 

Arti/ 
Mangal 
Dipak 

Closed for general public 

Conducted by designated 
persons in rang mandap 

Open for limited attendance

Conducted by designated 
persons in rang mandap 

Open for attendance 

Conducted by one household 

Lecture/ 
Swadhyay/ 
Shala 

At home over online video 
broadcast or conference 

At home over online video 
broadcast or conference 

At home over online video 
broadcast or conference 

Invited scholar to present 
lecture in auditorium 

Sammayik/ 
Pratikraman 

At home Small groups socially distanced 
at home 

Limited size groups in 
auditorium or other 
classrooms 

Dravya 
Puja/ 
Vidhaan/ 
Pujan 

Closed for general public 

Conducted by designated 
persons in wrong Monde up 

At home 

Allowed for one household 
during special program 
conducted by designated 
persons in rang mandap 

At home 

Allowed by limited sign up 
during special program 
conducted by designated 
person in rang mandap 

Bhavna/ 
Jaap/ Bhakti 

At home 

Conducted by designated 
person over video 
conference 

At home 

Conducted by designated 
persons in auditorium with 
limited attendance 

Conducted by a designated 
persons with limited 
attendance 

Labharthi families may 
participate 

Tapasya/ 
Parna 

At home 

Ayambil materials and cold 
to-go boxes may be 
available for distribution 

Warm to-go boxes with drive-
through prepared at JCNC by 
distributed by designated 
volunteers 

Warm Drive-in with to go 
boxes prepared at JCNC and 
distributed by designated 
volunteers 

Sadharmik 
Vatsalya 

None Cold to-go boxes prepared 
outside JCNC for self pick-up 
only 

Warm to-go boxes with drive-
through prepared at JCNC by 
distributed by designated 
volunteers 

EC thanks Facilities and Religious Programs department for the above. 

JAINA Convention 

http://www.jainaconvention.org


Register Now for the 2021 JAINA Convention! 

The JAINA Executive Committee and the 2021 JAINA Convention Board are wholeheartedly excited to invite you, your family and 

your friends from around the world to join us on “The Resilient Path to Peace” at the virtual 21st Biennial JAINA Convention 

from July 1-6, 2021. 

Despite the ongoing pandemic, the Convention Board and various committees have been hard at work to ensure that this virtual 

convention is a once-in-a lifetime experience. And for the first time ever, this convention is open to the entire world to attend! 

No matter where in the world you are, you’ll still be able to enjoy this unique experience. With sessions available on-demand, 

even if you can’t attend a scheduled session you can still go back and watch it afterwards. 

We are proud to host speakers such as Jainacharya Ratnasundersurishwarji Maharaj Saheb, Rashtrasant Shree Namramuniji 

Maharaj Saheb, Brahma Kumari Sister Shivaniji and motivational speaker Rahul Kapoor Jain. Soon we will be confirming few 

more exceptional Speakers. 

This convention will feature sessions and activities for all age groups, such as: 

 Enlightening discourses by world renowned scholars and spiritual leaders 
 Exclusive sessions by the Young Jains of America, Young Jain Professionals, and Jain Connect 
 Jain Academic Bowl (JAB) and International JAB 
 Jains Got Talent 
 2-Night Cultural Program 
 Many more programs to be announced! 

We encourage you to take advantage of our special pricing of only $5 before prices increase to $25 by clicking on the link above 

or visiting www.jainaconvention.org.  

To get the latest updates on the 21st Biennial JAINA Convention, follow us on social media @JainaConvention. 

JAINA Cultural Show 

Announcement from JAINA Cultural Committee 

The 2021 JAINA Convention team is really excited to invite members or groups from your Sangh to participate in the Cultural 

Program at the 21st Biennial JAINA Convention Program. You may be already aware that this year the JAINA Convention is going 

to be hosted virtually (online) as a result, we will be hosting Jains not only from North America but from across the globe. This is 

going to be the first-ever global online JAINA Convention. Also, for the first time, we’re opening the cultural show to 

international participants and expanding it to include all forms of performing art.  

We would truly appreciate it if you can send an announcement on behalf of JAINA inviting your members to participate in the 

Cultural Program. Anyone interested can fill out the Cultural Show form and someone from the JAINA Convention Cultural 

Program Committee will contact them. The people or group registering for this doesn’t need to be part of any group or affiliated 

with any Jain Center to sign up.  

We truly appreciate your partnership in this and hope to receive a great response from your Sangh.  

Yours Truly,  
Jayana Shah 
Chair, JAINA Convention 2021 Cultural Committee 

If anyone from JCNC is interested in participating in the JAINA annual convention cultural show, please reach out to Shard 

Dadbhawala, VP and Kamlesh Jain, Co VP Cultural. Email cultural@jcnc.org.  

JCNC and JAINA Women’s Committee Sponsor a Lecture on “Staying Healthy Ayurvedic Way” 

On Jan 9th JCNC and JAINA Women’s committee presented a lecture on “Staying Healthy Ayurvedic Way" by Dr. Jay Apte. 

Dr. Apte, is a practicing Ayurveda for 40+ years in the USA. She shared her wisdom of healthy living. She provided free medicine 

as well as diet and lifestyle tips, which have profound effect on our health and wellbeing. It was very successful virtual event 

attended by over 260 participants. 

On popular request, we plan to bring Ayurvedic lecture series by Dr. Jay Apte. 

JAINA Women’s Committee thanked Shobha Vora, Past BOD Chair & Past President for technical support and sponsorship of the event. 

https://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.jainaconvention.org%2Fuser-registration%2F/1/01000176e3ebabd9-66937027-6c89-48a2-8f55-ab0c01391d99-000000/oFsL2tMJsy6ukWuHNjjV2Ed1UGc=196
http://www.jainaconvention.org/
https://458rl1jp.r.us-east-1.awstrack.me/L0/https:%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FJAINAConvention2021%2F/1/01000176e3ebabd9-66937027-6c89-48a2-8f55-ab0c01391d99-000000/l5h_LzCIi4DUovz9_y-clMnKxxY=196
mailto:cultural@jcnc.org


Open EC Position – Apply Today   

Co VP of Facilities Administration [1 Year Term] (1 Seat) 

We seek application from the JCNC Life Members in good standing for consideration to the open EC position above.  

Click here for Roles and Responsibilities. For eligibility requirements for EC position please refer to the Third Amended Bylaws. 

Please submit nomination via e-mail to president@jcnc.org and pr@jcnc.org by no later than February 21, 2021. 

Your e-mail response must have the following information: 

1. Prior Experience (if any) working in the Executive Committee, Board of Director or as a JCNC member: (5 lines only) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Any other relevant experience outside JCNC (5 lines) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Requirements to be considered for the position: 21 years of age or older and JCNC Life member in good standing. 

JAINA Directors Open Positions – Apply Today 

REQUESTING SELF NOMINATIONS FOR ‘JAINA DIRECTOR’ 

We are requesting self-nomination from JCNC community for appointment as one of the three JAINA Directors from JCNC per 

qualification and eligibility requirements as outlined below.  

Please fill and submit this Online Form with a statement in 200 words or less and your picture by 8pm February 2, 2021. JCNC-

JAINA Director Nomination Committee reserves the right to invalidate the nomination in case of incorrect, incomplete, or 

illegible entries. 

Each Center appoints one, two or three JAINA Directors. Three JAINA directors are appointed by JCNC. The appointed JAINA 

directors shall serve for a term of 2 years. Term period for this nomination shall be April 1, 2021 to March 31, 2023. 

Please contact JCNC-JAINA Director nomination committee at elections@jcnc.org for any questions. 

 JCNC Qualification and Eligibility requirements for appointment as JAINA Director: 

Any JCNC life member or qualified benefactor who is twenty-one (21) years of age or older, in good standing and being of sound 

mind and body to perform the duties of the Director position, may run for election to a JAINA Director position.  The nominee 

must have previously served on JCNC BOD or EC for a minimum of two years. 

Per JAINA By-laws, nominee should be local and should live within 60 miles radius of JCNC to be eligible to be JAINA director. 

Some of JAINA meetings are expected to be attended by JAINA directors in person. JCNC/JAINA does not provide any financial 

support for the nominee to attend JAINA meetings. Nominee for JAINA director should be willing to take care of any such 

expenses himself/herself. 

 

 

 

http://www.jcnc.org/contact-us/jcnc-policies---new
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ttBRhjWV8vl3ofcOPTCi8lheEgXcdoAp/view
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1GnDtEMHBHMI6-l4CX_a4jLeS-vmOkVt-hXVz7brsjK0


Roles/responsibilities of JCNC Appointee as JAINA Director: 

1. Representing JCNC at JAINA. 

2. Updating at least 2 times a year on the activities, programs and events that would benefit the membership. 

3. Promoting at JCNC jointly with EC applicable programs and initiatives which will directly benefit the membership. 

4. Present to the EC any good practices that available in other centers. 

5. Be actively involved with the BOD RC to invite scholars and dignitaries. 

6. Train the community Director. 

7. JCNC directors to JAINA represents JCNC BOD/EC/Community. They must have to comply with broader JCNC policies and 

not their personal beliefs. 

8. JCNC directors to JAINA have to actively participate in JAINA activities and have to attend 4 JAINA meetings per year. 

9. JCNC directors to JAINA have to provide updates to JCNC BOD about the details of meetings and ask for BOD guidance for 

any issues that doesn’t have any set guidelines. 

10. Shall conform to the JCNC Code of Conduct and shall comply with all rights, obligations and responsibilities as outlined 

under these Bylaws. 

11. JCNC director to JAINA should be local to JCNC area. 

Place of Meetings of JAINA Directors 

JAINA Meetings shall be held as per policies/guidelines from JAINA.  

JAINA Rules for JAINA Director: 

The Board of Directors shall be the highest authority of the Federation and shall set policies and develop long term plans of the 

Federation. The Board will form the general body of the Federation. 

Member Associations shall submit nomination for their directors to the Executive Committee of the Federation. A nominated 

director must be a member of the nominating Member Association and must maintain a household in the metropolitan area or 

within 60 miles radius of the center of activities of that Member Association. 

Only one person from a family residing in the same household shall be nominated as director. 

The nominated directors shall serve for a term of 2 years that begins on 1st of April of odd calendar year and ends on the 31st of 

March of the next odd calendar year. 

Please visit www.jaina.org for additional information such as JAINA constitution, by-laws, roles and responsibilities, policies, and 

guidelines. 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN AFTER I SUBMIT NOMINATIONS? 

 JCNC-JAINA Director Nomination Committee will contact nominees after Nomination period is over to confirm nominations. 

 Confirmed Nominations will be sent to JCNC BOD and EC. If more than three nominations are received, three nominees will 

be selected by the majority of votes by the current JCNC BOD members. 

 If less than three nominations are received by the published deadline, nomination committee will directly reach out to 

eligible and qualified JCNC community members to consider them to serve as a JAINA director.                                         

Best Regards, 

JCNC-JAINA Directors Nomination Committee 2021 
Jyoti Vora (Chair)  
Biren Shah, Hetan Shah  
Pravin Turakhia, Umesh Sagar   
Bijal Vakil (Legal Counsel) 

 

 

http://www.jaina.org/


Website Re-design Project Team 

Website project update: JCNC website redesign project is progressing well. On Jan 7 website team had conducted a review 

meeting. Technology team is currently prioritizing various website features which will be rolled-out in phases. We plan to 

showcase mockups of the static design in the next issue of Darpan. 

Website Re-design Project Team Members: 

Bipin Nepani, VP Technology 2021 

Prakash Jain, Co VP Technology 2021 

Biren Shah, President & BOD Chair 2021 

Mudit Khasgiwala, Immediate Past VP Technology  

Hetan Shah, VP PR & Membership 2021 

Ravi Shah, Co VP PR & Membership 2021 

Umesh Sagar, BOD Member 2021 

Mittal Kothari, BOD Member 2021 

Kamlesh Mehta, Past President and BOD Chair 

Kiran Shah, Community Member 

Himanshu (Marty) Jain, Community Member 

Giriraj Jain, Community Member 

Finance Corner 

JCNC depends heavily on your generosity - time and money. We request you to donate to the General Fund (Sadharan Khata). 

General Funds as the name indicates is a generic fund, which can be used for all the temple operations and events.  

Ways to donate:  You can pay JCNC in either of the following forms: 

 Cash: If submitting cash, please submit your name, address, email address and details of the donation on a separate sheet

and put in an envelope along with the cash in the collection box next to the stairs.

 Check: see below for more information

 Paypal: paypal@jcnc.org

 Stock Donations:  There are significant tax advantages to donating appreciated stock.

Email the Finance Team for the Stock donation form. 

Information to provide on your checks:  Checks to be addressed to JCNC 

Remember to write: 

 E-mail address (e-mail address is very helpful so that we can send your donation receipt right away. It also saves postage

and manual work required for mailing the receipts)

 Your Choice: Dev Dravya or General Fund or Jiv Daya.

 Phone number

 Memo: Activity / Pledge, the payment is for (e.g. Adhar Abhishek, Swami Vatsalya, Aarti, General Donation, Snatra Puja,

Shrimad events etc.)

 You can write one check for multiple items.  Please list the individual items in the memo.

 In case you have moved, please write the new address on the check or envelope and we will update your financial records.

Dropping of the checks:  

Checks for donations can be handed over to the finance team members in person, or deposited in the collection box next to the 

stairs or mailed to the following address: 

Attn: Finance Team 

Jain Center of Northern California, 722 S Main St. Milpitas, CA 95035 

Company Matching Funds: Please check if your company matches your donations. If yes, please sign-up for the match so that 

JCNC can benefit from your donations and employer matching. 

Be a part of the temple everyday:  You can be a part of the temple every day by signing up for Dollar a Day Program or the 

Lifetime Supporter Program. Please contact the JCNC Finance team for more information. 

Finance Team Contact:  please e-mail us at finance@jcnc.org. 

We encourage everyone to use digital payment platforms like PayPal. It’s secured, fast and saves lot of time for JCNC Finance 

volunteers. 

mailto:paypal@jcnc.org
mailto:finance@jcnc.org


Volunteer Sign-Up & Membership 

Click here to Sign Up as a Volunteer 

Click here for Membership Enrollment 

If you are not receiving JCNC emails, please write to pr@jcnc.org 

Darpan Team 

Darpan Advisor: Kamlesh Mehta and Sunil Mehta 

Editor: Biren Shah 

Deputy Editors: Hetan Shah and Ravi Shah 

Editor of Creative Arts & Design: Palak Shah 

Your suggestions and feedback are important for enriching future issues of our Newsletter. 

Please write to the Darpan team via email to pr@jcnc.org and president@jcnc.org. 

http://www.jcnc.org/volunteer
http://www.jcnc.org/Membership
mailto:pr@jcnc.org
mailto:pr@jcnc.org
mailto:president@jcnc.org



